




















Whirlwind IT finally splashed into the water in the Above: Yarrow
summer of 2025 at The Wooden Boat Show at the Mystic
Seaport in Mystic, Connecticut in a celebration attended
by family, friends and pretty much everyone involved in
her build. “It's been quite a journey, so it’s definitely nice boat
to have seen her get in the water and be able to tell that
part of the story too,” said Brainerd.
The Wooden Boat Show was a real full circle moment
in many ways. “One of the biggest reasons for the launch
at Mystic was because my grandfather, Edwin Thorme,
was on the board |of Mystic Seaport| for many years,”
said Thorne. It was also where in 2019, phase one of the
project was shared with the public for the first time,
Another reason that this launch was so special was
because some years before, a prominent marine artist,
Russ Kramer, had created a painting of an imagined scene
of Mariam’s launching for Thorne, as part of the broader
Whirlwind 11 storytelling project. On the day of
Whirliwind IT's launch in Mystic, it was hard not to see the
similarities between the two scenes.
Yarrow and Mary Thorne were dressed in their finest,
with their two young girls, surrounded by beautiful
bouquets of flowers created by Mrs Thorne’s aunt. “The
highlight of the whole thing was definitely seeing the girls
standing up under the cabin top with full headroom and
waving to people. It's why we do this stuff,” said Brainerd.
“It gave us a really nice glimpse of what it was like at
that time,” said Thorne. “It was pretty close to what Gil's
vard must have looked like.”
Kramer is known for his lifelike paintings of boats,
ranging from historic schooners to modern-day mega
vachts. “I met Yarrow several vears ago when I did a
painting of the original Whirlteind,” he recalls, referring
of course to the great | Class yacht built in 1930 by
Thorne's great-grandfather, Landon Thorne
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WHIRLWIND lI

DESIGN Gil Smith and Ezra Smith
BUILD Artisan Boatworks, 2025
LOA 26ft (7.9m)

BEAM 8ft 7in (2.6m)

DRAFT 1ft 9in (0.5m)

SAIL AREA 536 sqft (50m?)
DISPLACEMENT 1.1 tonnes

WHIRLWIND 1l GOES RACING

After the WoodenBoat Show, Whirltind 11 was moved
up to Rhode Island, and spent most of the summer
sailing in local races. It was definitely a learning curve
for the couple, learning how to sail her in varying
conditions and with various crew members, but overall
the experience has been fulfilling for the family. “I
started this boat withourt a wife and family,” said
Thorne. Now, his life looks very different.

Thanks to the photos of photographer Alison
Langley, Whirliwind I has reached the social media
feeds of thousands of people around the world who are
inspired by her beauty. Weekly requests come in for her
design plans. Others just write in to say how much they
love Gil Smith boats.

From Whirliwind II's original conception to her
completion, a lot has evolved in Thorne’s life, but in
many ways, that was the whole goal of this process.
Now, Thorne has more understanding of creating
community and being part of something. It hasn’t
always been an easy process, and nor has Whirliwind ITs
story finished. In fact, it is far from over. “It’s not just
about building a boat, it’s about building a boat full of
stories,” as Thorne puts it. D
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