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New restaurant
to open at former
Denny’s location
BY LOUIS BETTCHER

ROCKPORT — A new
restaurant will be moving
into the former Denny’s
location.
Allen Mitchell of
McCormick & Associates
Builders said Jan. 13 that
renovation on the building
will result in the opening of a
new restaurant.
Mitchell said the planned
business will be a familystyle restaurant, offering
casual fare including burgers
and lobster.
The restaurant will
be a stand-alone dining
establishment and not a
chain. The name of the
new restaurant is not being
disclosed at this time, but
Mitchell said it is expected to
open in mid to late April.
The Commercial Street

(Route 1) location had
previously gone through two
separate permutations as
Denny’s: the first Denny’s
closed its doors to business
in 2005. Another Denny’s
reopened at the location
in June 2011, and then
announced that would
be closing for good on
Christmas Eve 2016.
The interim between
the original and second
iteration of Denny’s saw
other restaurants occupying
the building. These included
a sports bar, as well as the
Chef’s Table, which went out
of business in 2007.
Denny’s had 21
employees when it closed in
December. The property and
business are owned by Joe
Cloutier. A message left at
Cloutier’s office has not yet
been returned.

A new, non-chain restaurant is planned to open at the
former Denny’s location in Rockport in spring 2017.
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Locals mobilizing for
Women’s March on Washington
Jen Martin of Appleton works on a sign Jan. 15 for the march.
BY DANIEL DUNKLE

ROCKLAND — A number
of local women and men are
preparing to make a road trip
to attend the Women’s March
on Washington Jan. 21, the
day after the inauguration of
Republican President-elect
Donald Trump.
“The minute I found out
about it, I said I have to do
this,” said artist Kathleen
Florance of South Thomaston.
She said the march is not
to protest Trump’s election,
but to stand in unity on issues
including women’s rights,
human rights in general and

the environment. She said the
participants are saying, “No,
we’re not going away!”
Jane Karker of Maine
Authors Publishing said she is
going because it is important
not to allow Trump’s actions
and words to become
acceptable. “We can’t shrug
it off,” she said, adding he
showed disrespect to women,
the disabled and others.
“Electing him put the women’s
movement back a step,” she
said; the march is a way to say,
“let’s go forward.”
Karker and her husband,
Lee Karker, are both going to
the march, and she said it is

Artisan Boatworks celebrates
15 years in Rockport
BY LOUIS BETTCHER

ROCKPORT — Artisan
Boatworks — a boat
construction, restoration
and service facility opened
by Alec Brainerd in 2002
— is celebrating 15 years
in business and plans
to expand this spring to
provide additional boat
storage.
Located at 416 Main
St., the business has
enjoyed steady success
over the years, building
and maintaining unique
wooden boats. Plans call for
constructing an additional
5,600-square-foot building
on the property.
A stone’s throw from the
intersection of Simonton’s
Corner, the extensive
operation lies primarily
off the radar: there is no
signage out front, and the

PART 2

various construction and
storage buildings lie beneath
street level and a screen of
trees. Passing drivers may
be surprised to learn that
60 boats, primarily wooden
sailing vessels, are carefully
stored on site, and typically
two boats are being built or
repaired on any given day.
A visit to Artisan
Boatworks on a Monday
afternoon finds the
production workshop
buzzing with activity.
Sanding machines and
power saws buzz in the
background as a handful
of nautical carpenters and
craftspeople apply the
finishing touches to a pair
of restored sailboats. Next
door, in the paint bay, a
worker applies a mist of
paint to the underside of a
vessel, and further down
the hill is one of Artisan’s
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the issue and the cause to
face risks either from those
opposed to the message or
from law enforcement.
“It would be an honor to
go to jail to protect what is
right,” she said.
Midcoast residents have
been organizing sign-making
parties to prepare for the
protest.
Rockland artist Kim
Bernard reserved a charter bus
and has filled the spots with
56 Mainers ready to march for
the cause.
She held a poster-painting,
hat and button-making event
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a personal goal to show her
daughter how she feels about
women’s rights.
“I went through the
women’s rights movement,”
she said. “My daughter
hasn’t had to be an activist,”
though she acknowledged her
daughter has faced sexism.
Florance said her family
was scared for her at first,
worrying about who this large
national event might draw,
and whether it might be a
target for violence. However,
she said, once she had talked
about it with her family, they
were supportive. She said she
feels strongly enough about

Select Board aids
taco stand, ski demo
business removed
from Snow Bowl
BY SUSAN MUSTAPICH

Alec Brainerd at his office at Artisan Boatworks on Jan. 16.
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storage buildings.
Upon entering the space,
one immediately finds
themselves in a veritable
gallery or museum of boats
ranging in shape and size
from sleek, meticulouslycrafted sailboats ranging

from a 1904 Herreshoff
design to an Elco power boat
with a glass-paneled cabin.
A blanketing of gravel
covers the ground, which
Brainerd explains works
in tandem with a series
BOAT, page A10

CAMDEN — The Select
Board voted Jan. 12 to
send Cold Toes Tacos and
Sidecountry Sports to the
Zoning Board of Appeals
to see if they can continue
operating at the Snow Bowl.
On Jan. 7, approvals
previously issued to the
two businesses by Town
Manager Pat Finnigan were
revoked after Town Attorney
Bill Kelley determined
the businesses did not go
through the correct process
to operate at the Snow Bowl.
The businesses had already
been operating since the
Snow Bowl opened in midDecember.

After a crowd filled
the Jan. 10 Select Board
meeting to support the two
businesses, the board voted
4-1 to look into a way to get
the businesses back on the
mountain, and assigned
selectman Marc Ratner to
work with Kelley and town
administration.
“We were able to
expedite the process,”
Ratner said Jan. 13. He
said he discussed the issue
further with Kelley, and the
Select Board met Jan. 12
and agreed to give the two
businesses standing to go
before the Zoning Board
of Appeals and request a
special exception. Letters
giving standing to appear
BOARD, page A7

OUT: helping youth find their true selves

BY BETH A. BIRMINGHAM

ROCKLAND — The
following is the second
in a three-part series on
OUT Maine: its need for
expansion; some youths’,
families’, and allies’
involvement; and training
being conducted across
Maine to assist communities
and schools in protecting
the rights and safety of all
students.
Identifying as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender
or questioning carries real
and lasting risks that are

sometimes fatal.
For Aiden Campbell of
South Thomaston, that was
almost the case.
“The bullying and
harassment at school had
gotten so bad, I didn’t know
what other options I had,”
Campbell said. “I just knew
that I couldn’t take it anymore.
I felt as though nobody cared
and that nobody would miss
me, so what was the point in
living to be abused,” he said.
His suicide attempt came
at an extremely difficult time
in his life — when he was a
junior in high school — before

Aiden Campbell

he had transitioned, when
he still identified as a lesbian
then named Mary.

“Here you have a kid
who thought his life wasn’t
worth living,” Sue Campbell,
Aiden’s mom and the program
director of OUT Maine, said of
her son’s attempted suicide.
“I told her [his mother]
I felt like I should have been
a boy,” Aiden said, and with
her help, found the resources
necessary to make it happen.
“I never felt like the other girls
in my class, but I didn’t realize
becoming a boy could be an
option for me.”
Aiden went through two
senior years, his mom joked:
one year transitioning and one
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year of growth.
Now a junior at the
University of Southern Maine,
Aiden is breaking barriers and
looking at ways of assisting
fellow LGBTQ young people.
He was recently elected
president of the Phi Mu Delta
fraternity’s Nu Xi Chapter,
stepping into the role as
only the second transgender
president in the nation and
the first in the state of Maine.
In addition to
participating in LGBTQ
organizations, Aiden has also
done training at elementary,
middle and high schools

around Maine.
“I have done Trans 101
training, which allows people
to have a better understanding
of the transgender community
and how acceptance and love is
the key to success,” he said.
“I didn’t lose a daughter,
I gained an amazing son,”
Sue said; “the benefits of his
successes come from the
support he received.”
For those wondering about
Aiden’s relationship status, he
and girlfriend Casey have been
together for about two and a
half years now.
OUT, page A8
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